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The Republic of Croatia has been a sovereign, autonomous and independent state since 1991. The Republic of Croatia is a central European country along the Adriatic Sea situated at the crossroads of Central Europe and Mediterranean. The Republic of Croatia is independent and sovereign state from 25 June 1991. The Republic of Croatia is a multiparty parliamentary republic. On 8 October 1991 the Parliament of the Republic of Croatia adopted a decision by which on that day the Republic of Croatia broke all the constitutional bonds which together with other republics constituted the former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 

Since the proclamation of its sovereignty and independence the Republic of Croatia has been developing its legal system based on market economy. Privatization, the restitution of property and the transformation of the former socialist into private ownership have been carried out and numerous new acts have been passed, but it seems that Croatian legal system is permanently “under (re)construction !”

The Constitution of the Republic of Croatia is the fundamental legal source. The first version of 1990 was later amended. International conventions and treaties constitute an important source of the Croatian legal system: International agreements concluded and ratified in accordance with the Constitution and made public, and which are in force, shall be part of the internal legal order of the Republic of Croatia and shall be by its legal force above acts. Recently the Croatian legal system was adjusted with aquis communautaire and it seems that on 1 of July 2013 the Republic of Croatia will be 28th member of the European Union.

The Croatian Constitution recognizes marriage and common-law marriage and prescribes that these shall be regulated by law. Accordingly, marriage is defined as the union of a man and a woman before the law. Marriage is contracted with the statement of consent of a woman and a man in a civil or religious form. Common law marriage is defined as a union of an unmarried man and an unmarried woman living together for at least three years or less if there is a child. There is no registration or other formal prerequisites for a common law marriage. Common law marriage creates property rights, and alimony rights at its dissolution, which is as informal as its creation and does not even require separation of residence. Common law marriage does not have any effects on matters of personal status. The Same-sex Civil Unions Act passed in 2003 in practice extends the legal situation of the common law marriage to same-sex couples: the right to joint property and the right to support by a partner. There is no formal registration available.
The registry office does not accept documents which are not duly certified or bear the Apostille. Croatia is a party to the CIEC Convention No. 16 of 8 September 1976 on the issue of multilingual extracts from civil status records, birth certificates, marriage certificates and death certificates - Convention relative à la délivrance d’extraits plurilingues d’actes de l’état civil - along with Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, Macedonia, the Netherlands, Portugal, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland and Turkey. In addition, Croatia has concluded bilateral treaties with Austria, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Cyprus, Hungary, Romania and Slovakia, abolishing legalization, either of public documents in general, or of civil status documents.

The copies of the documents are permitted, but such copies must be legalized or made of the original documents, which have the certification or Apostille on it. All documents in a foreign language must be translated into Croatian by the authorized court interpreter. To enter a fact, based on a foreign ruling, a person must first submit the ruling to the Croatian home for recognition and then submit an application to the registrar to make an entry of e.g. divorce into the registry enclosing both foreign ruling and domestic decision of recognition. Some Croatian civil status registrars transmit information about civil status acts and changes of citizens of EU Member States (and of nationals who were born in EU Member States) that occur in the country directly to the authorities of the respective EU Member. Croatian civil status registrars receive information about civil status acts and changes of their own citizens from some EU Member States. 

It seems that civil status registration system is extremely important but sometimes neglected part of the legal system. We believe that civil status registration system is perfect example of delicate balance of private and public interests.

The project E-Government is being carried out across the Republic of Croatia with a database of over 22 million entries. At the end of 2005, over 56% of data was transferred into digital form. Public data from 2011 indicate that 87,34% of data  from public registrars are digitalized. HITRO.HR is a service of the Government of Republic of Croatia. Its creation started in 2005 and today it serves as link for quick communication of citizens and business subjects with the state administration. In 2005, The Croatian Personal Data Protection Agency  established the Central Database Registry on Personal Data. This was done in accordance with the regulations of the Law on the protection of personal data and the Ordinance on the management method and form for recording private data. In parliamentary debate is launched draft of the Act on digital civil registers.

Situation in the European Union, due to the free circulation of persons, is very indicative: The civil status registers in the EU process up to 15 million civil status changes annually of which up to a third have a cross-border aspect. EU politicians are promoting the so-called Stockholm programme which aims to deliver an EU wide area of freedom, security and justice. The right to move and to stay freely in the EU is now open to 500 million people. 

More than eight million Europeans are currently taking advantage of the right to live in another member state of their choice. EU is example of open world  with growing mobility for everybody including the 8 million illegal immigrants many of whom work in the informal economy. In 2006 the were 18.5 million of non EU nationals registered in the Union. The number of people crossing the borders is about  900 million. Despite the existence of a common system of asylum there is evident need for greater uniformity because  the rates of acceptance of applications are currently very variable.

Under the Commission’s proposals, adopted on April 24,  2013, citizens and businesses would no longer have to provide costly 'legalized' versions or 'certified' translations of official documents when, for example, registering a house or company, getting married, or requesting a residence card. Twelve categories of public documents would automatically be exempted from formalities such as 'Apostille' and 'legalization' – which are currently required for around 1.4 million documents within the EU each year. Abolishing these requirements will save citizens and businesses in the EU up to 330 million euro, not counting the saved time and inconvenience that is avoided.

The new rules will not, however, have any impact on the recognition of the content or the effects of the documents concerned. The new rules will only help prove the authenticity of the public document, for example whether a signature is authentic and the capacity in which the public office holder is signing. This will have to be mutually accepted between Member States without any additional certification requirements.

